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THE ARTICLE NAME

The L4 is a High Output LED Light 
that also uses two 123 batteries. It has 
an output of 65 Lumens for 60 minutes 
(though it has an additional 1.5 hours 
of lower, but still useful light). It is 5.1 
inches long, 1 inch in diameter, and 
weighs 3.2 ounces.

The M1 Infrared Illuminator is a 
special purpose light that provides only 
IR illumination. It is 3.8 inches long, 1 
inch in diameter, and provides 15 hours 
of IR illumination at 10 milliwatts/880 
nanometers. It operates on a single 
123 battery. The M1 may fit more into 
the quaternary rather than tertiary 
definition. It is very useful for signaling 
and can provide IR illumination under 
certain conditions, but is only useful if 
all hands are using NVD. It may not be 
for everyone, but it is extremely useful 
for those who need it.

Regardless of the type of light you 
choose, you need to make sure that it is 
readily accessible. At a recent training 
event I watched several students 
transition to pistols when their carbines 
choked on school supplied, substandard 
frangible ammunition. These pistols 
were not equipped with lights, but 
each student had a handheld light 

and was trained in various handheld 
flashlight techniques. In each instance, 
the students transitioned smoothly to 
their pistol, but also fumbled while 
acquiring the light. The audible portion 
of this fumbling was the sound of the 
pistol being drawn followed by the 
exclamation “Oh (expletive deleted)”, 
the tearing of Velcro™, an additional 
“Oh (expletive deleted)”, more nylon 
sounds ad nauseum until the light was 
eventually found.

Several issues come into play here. 
One is that a weapon-mounted pistol 
light would have made life much easier. 
Those who do this for a living spend a 
fair amount of time transitioning to a 
secondary weapon, and having the light 
on the gun simplifies the process.

A second issue is that proper training 
can make this exercise less aggravating. 
Repetitive training builds the skill sets 
necessary to be able to properly function 
under pressure. Hand in hand with the 
training is how and where the handheld 
light—whether it is a secondary or 
tertiary light—is carried. Mission critical 
items such as your pistol, magazines for 
both primary and secondary weapons, 
radios and the like need to be not only 

accessible, but also protected from 
damage and loss. The integration of 
Tactics, Techniques, Procedures and 
Equipment can be called Tactical 
Componentry, and each is intimately 
connected to the rest.

Possessing any gear without having 
the requisite training is an exercise in 
stupidity. No matter what brand, model 
or type of light you purchase or are 
issued, you need to understand how it 
works, where it is and how to access and 
use it properly.

Lights are tools, and in certain 
circumstances can be the tool that saves 
your life. Buy wisely.   §

[Pat Rogers is a retired Chief Warrant 
Officer of Marines and a retired NYPD 
Sergeant. Pat is the owner of E.A.G. 
Inc., which provides services to various 
governmental organizations. He can be 
reached at eag@10-8consulting.com]

SOURCE:
SureFire, LLC
Dept. S.W.A.T.
18300 Mount Baldy Circle
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(800) 828-8809
www.surefire.com

the domestic batteries have both primary 
and secondary internal protection that 
will shut the battery down if it overheats. 
If the offshore lithium batteries overheat 
they will explode. They are not suitable 
for use and can cause damage to your 
equipment.

These lights use either LEDs or 
incandescent lamps. The LED offers 
several advantages, to include greatly 
increased life (thousands of hours as 
opposed to less than fifty hours for 
incandescent lamps); are highly resistant 
to shock and vibration; emit virtually 
no visible IR radiation and are therefore 
more efficient in producing light. The 
disadvantages are that they won’t 
produce as much light as an incandescent 
light and you can’t use an IR filter on it.

The M2 Centurion® is the largest and 
heaviest of the lights tested. It is 5.5 
inches long, 1.47 inches in diameter and 
weighs 5.8 ounces. Two 123 batteries 
power the light at 65 Lumens for 60 
minutes with the P60 lamp. If you 
replace it with the optional P61 lamp, 
you will get 120 Lumens for 20 minutes. 
The M2 is a large and capable light and 
is used by many. However, the size/
weight may be excessive for some use.

The G2Z™ CombatLight® is the 
Nitrolon® polymer version of the Z2 
CombatLight®. The Z2 itself was a 
modified version of the original 6P™ 
light, with the center of the body reduced 
in size to permit the use of the (Bill) 
Rogers flashlight technique. The G2Z is 
5.1 inches long, 1.25 inches in diameter 
and weighs 4.1 ounces—1.2 ounces less 
than its aluminum brother. It produces 
65 Lumens with a run time of 60 minutes 
using the ubiquitous P60 incandescent 
lamp, and functions on two 123 batteries. 
It can accept a variety of FM series filters. 
The G2Z is large, but that size can make 
it easier to remove from a pouch and use 
when wearing gloves—a requirement of 
many who do use tertiary lights. The G2Z 
is an issued item (in tan) in the Marine 
Corps Individual Assault Kit (IAK).

The A2 Aviator® is a dual output 
LED/incandescent light. The Aviator 
has a white light as well as an LED light, 
the latter in white, blue, red, green or 
the newest NVG (Night Vision Goggle) 
compatible yellow/green. It is 5.6 inches 
long, 1.13 inches in diameter and weighs 
4.1 ounces. The MA02 Lamp Assembly 
produces 50 lumens for 60 minutes for 
the white light, and 3 lumens for 20 

hours for the LED light. Pressing gently 
on the tail cap switch gives you the LED; 
pressing it all the way in will give you 
the higher power white light. It takes two 
123 batteries. The A2 is a very capable 
light. The ability to access dual sources 
of light is a very good thing, and having 
the option of using a lower power light 
that doesn’t destroy your night vision is 
a nice option to have.

There are three LED lights that are 
useful as tertiary lights.

The L1 is a Dual Output Light that is 
4.6 inches long, 1 inch in diameter and 
weights 2.9 ounces. A single 123 battery 
powers an LED at 0.7 Lumens (low 
power for 50 hours) or 15 Lumens (high 
power for 2 hours). The L1 is available 
in white, red, green or blue. The L1 is a 
relatively low power light, and may fit 
the definition of a tertiary light more 
exactly. The extended run times make it 
very useful for having in your kit bag as 
well.

The L2 is a larger and brighter Dual 
Output Light. Two 123 batteries run the 
LED at 15 or 100 Lumens for 18 hours or 
60 minutes respectively. It is 6.1 inches 
long, 1 inch in diameter and weighs 4.2 
ounces.

With his M4 down due to 
poor frangible ammunition, 
this shooter has transitioned 
to his M9 pistol. No light is 
mounted, and while there is 
enough ambient light in this 
shoot house, what happens if 
he needs to search a closet? 
Will he be able to acquire 
and engage the threat?


